
Palm Sunday - April 5 

 

Scripture reading for the day: Mathew 21:1-11 and Matthew 27:33-50 

  

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 

and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The 

Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 

through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look your king is coming to you, humble, and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and    others cut branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the 

Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were 

saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 

drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, 

they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they say down there and kept watch over 

him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by     

derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 

save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests 

also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He 

trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ’I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who 

were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. From noon on, darkness came over the whole 

land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders 

heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it 

with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.   

  


