
Wednesday - February 24 

  

…”for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks on the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7b (NRSV) 

  

  

I attended Our Whole Lives (OWL) sexuality education training last February in preparation for 

facilitating K-1 and Grades 4-6 OWL curriculum sessions. I remember this experience as life-

changing for me because it was my first time sharing my time with a group of people with great 

diversity in their gender identities. My new friends taught me many things – that gender is not an 

enclosed box; differences should be normalized and all family identities should be validated. I 

learned about gender inclusiveness, to create comprehensive space and not to group by what I 

think somebody’s sex might be. I learned to assume that every kind of gender is in the room. 

  

I also learned to grant myself grace and forgiveness. Being part of a church or being a “religious” 

person doesn’t mean that we will be instantly and perfectly comfortable with human differences or 

lifestyles that seem foreign to us. What it does mean is that I need to be willing to honestly work on 

my discomforts, ignorance and prejudices as I move toward being a more generous and           

welcoming person. 

  

My hope is that I will be inclusive and welcoming to all genders and honor their unique gifts and 

particularities of their lives. To affirm and celebrate all gender lives, issues and history. And to start 

advocating for all gender justice, freedom and equality. Jesus said that he came that all may have 

life, and have life in abundance. I feel renewed in celebrating the great diversity of life that God has 

lavished upon us. 

  

Michael 

  

  

Prayer: Our Creator, we praise you for we are fearfully and wonderfully made with all the 

kaleidoscopic beauty of human difference. Enable us to celebrate the abundant gifts of diversity 

that enrich and bless our lives. Amen. 

  

  

  

  

 


